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the time in any country in Europe. Barons and knights were
judged before the High Court. The bourgeois had a court
of their own, composed of a representative of the king and
a jury of bourgeois and maintaining its own police force. A
knight could appear before a bourgeois court, but no bourgeois
was allowed to plead before the High Court. Natives were
tried before a court consisting of twelve natives under a native
bailee (or reis), but the composition of the court was later
altered to four natives and two Franks. The traders of
Venice, Pisa, Marseilles and Genoa obtained in return for
their help the right of jurisdiction over members of their own
community in Syria and had a special court for that purpose.
In addition, special courts were set up to adjudicate in certain
commercial cases.
In none of these courts were pleas prepared for the con-
sideration of the judges, nor was any permanent record made
of the evidence offered. The authorities did not institute
proceedings unless a definite complaint was made, for it was
held in the Middle Ages that a crime was not committed
against the State but against an individual. The State did
not act as prosecutor 5 it set up courts only to ensure that
justice was done when a complaint was lodged, and if the
victim or his relatives brought no charge then the State
assumed that there had been no injury. On the ground that
a man cannot plead his own cause to the best advantage, the
Assizes recommend a plaintiff or defendant to apply for
counsel to the court, which, however, had the right to reject
the request if the case seemed frivolous or unjust. Minors
could not give evidence, nor, except on certain points of fact,
could women or ecclesiastics be accepted as witnesses.
Against the decision of the High Court there was no appeal,
but while the court of bourgeois was the final tribunal so far
as civil cases before it were concerned, any case in which
sentence of death was inflicted had to be reported to the king,
who could vary the j udgment. Before a man was condemned